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This invention relates to the art of camp-
ing trailers of the type adapted to be towed
by automobiles, and particularly to a type
of trailer that has a superstructure col-
lapsible in nature. '

A primary object of the invention is to pro-
vide a trailer body that may be opened up
to bring beds into position for use with but
slight physical exertion and to extend a tent
covering into a taut position to afford a com-
plete enclosure. »

A primary object of the invention is to
provide a body of such nature that it may
have bed supporting units to close over the
body and form a dust and water tight clo-
sure when the trailer is being transported on
the road. ' » )

An important object is to provide a body
to have bed supporting units collapsible to
within the body whereby the overall height
of the trailer when ready for transportation
is comparatively low and in all events below

that of the ordinary rear window in automo-

biles so that the rear vision of the driver i
not obstructed. ) -

Another important object is to provide
solid closures below the beds which automati-

cally come into position upon positioning the

beds for use. , _
A further important object is to balance

the bed supporting units so that but slight

effort is required to either raise or lower the
units as they may be shifted from a traveling
position to position of use or the reverse.

These and other objects, such as the ex-
treme simplicity of operation, low cost of
production, durability, lightness in weight,
and ease of operation, all arising as the result
of the unique combination of elements newly
associated in the structure embodying the
invention, will become apparent in the fol-
lowing description of one particular form of
the invention as illustrated by the accom-
panying drawings, in which

Fig. 1 is a rear view in perspective of a
trailer body embodying the invention and in
closed condition ready for travel;

Fig. 2, a similar view with one bed unit
partly opened out and the tent covering re-
moved for the sake of clearness;

Fig. 8, a fragmentary rear view in perspec-
tive showing the body opened out and tent
covering in place; and , '
- Tig. 4, a detail in side elevation of the bed
unit balancing mechanism.

‘Like characters of reference indicate like

- 1]

parts throughout the several views in the .

drawings.

T form a box-like bed to have the floor 10,

the two sides 11 and 12, the front end 13, and
the rearend 14. Both ends extend upwardly
beyond the sides for a considerable distance,
the ends being here shown as being substan-
tially twice as high as the sides. In the rear
end 14 ig a door 15. C

A frame 16 is secured by its lower end to
the front end 18 on the inside by the hinges
17 and 18 below the top edge of the end on a
line approximately half way between the top
edge theréof and the top edges of the sides 11
and 12. Similarly, a frame 19, having a door
20 hinged thereto is hinged on the inside of
the rear end 14, both of said frames being
adapted to be swung from horizontally dis-
posed positions, the frame 19 over the frame
16, Fig. 2, to vertically erect positions, Fig. 4.
To retain the frames in the vertical position a
plurality of arched rods 21 are removably
pressed between the upper ends thereof.
- Near the vertical edge of the end 13, on the
inside, is pivotally secured an arm 22, Figs.
3 and 4, to have a length projecting on each
side of the pivot point.  The shorter end of
the arm has a helical spring 28 secured thereto
by one end, the other end of which is secured
to the hinge 18. The pivet point of the arm
92 is substantially on the same horizontal line
as that of the two hinges 17 and 18. A simi-
lar arm 24 is pivoted in the same manner to
the inner side of the rear end 14, and from

each of the cuter or longer ends of the arms

92 and 24, angularly thereto, are fixed the
arms 25 to the under sides of which is secured
the sheet metal plate 26 which serves as the
under side of the bed in the open position, Fig.
8 and as the lid or cover over part of the body.
in the closed position, Fig. 1.

An apron 27 is hinged to along the top edge
of the bedy side 12 by its lower or inner edge

and has links 98, 27 at each end pivotally 10v

80

7

75

80

on
(21

9

98

A



15

. of water.

30

35

40

"y

60

2

secured to the ends of the apron and to the
arms 25, the links being so proportioned and
attached that when the plate or cover 26 is in
the closed position, Fig. 1, the apron is held
in the vertical position to form a complete
closure between the upper edge of the side 12
and the outer edge of the plate 26 and that
when the cover plate 26 is swung around to
the open position, Figs. 3 and 4, the apron is
swung outwardly and held at substantially
a horizontal position. The apron 27 has an
outer edge 29 turned inwardly and the cover
plate 26 has an up-turned edge 30, each so
formed, Figs. 1 and 2, that when the cover
plate 26 is in the closed position, the edge 30
projects upwardly under the then down-
turned edge 29 to form a seal against-entrance
The plate 26 has ends 31 and 82
fixed thereto shaped to rest over the body
front and rear ends to form complete closures
therebetween and to support the plate 26 in
an inclined position, Fig. 1, to have the com-

- bined overlapping edges 29 and 30 to serve

as a gutter. Ribs 83 are formed on the plate
26 to reinforce it.

Tn the same manner as above described; 2
cover plate 84'is carried on the opposite side
between the body ends 13 and 14 to be swung
around and complete the top closure over the
body, the two plates 26 and 34 meeting on a
central longitudinal line and each having up-
turned lips 85, 35’ respectively abutting there-
along with a felt strip therebetween to seal
the joint and also prevent noise.. Also, an
apron 36 is hinged to the upper edge of the
side 11 and formed and linked to the plate 34
in the same manner as that of the apron 27.

Assuming the body to be in the closed posi-
tion, Fig. 1, the two cover plates 26 and 34
are lifted and swung around to the open posi-
tions where they are held by reason of ‘their
then inner edges abutting the sides 12 and 11
respectively to have the inner sides of the
plates substantially flush with the top edges
of the body sides. Noting particularly Fig.
4, when the plate 26 is in the closed position
as indicated by the dash lines, the spring 23
is then stretched downwardly and outwardly
by reason of the short end of the lever 22
being on the under side of the pivot point of
the lever. Accordingly, as the plate 26 is
lifted, the spring aids in swinging it to the
vertical position and then, as the lever end
travels on around above the pivot point, the
spring being again stretched aids in retard-
ing the drop of the plate 26. The spring 23
i1s so proportioned that but slight effort is
required to lift the plate from either its closed
or open positions.

With the plates 26 and 34 swung outward-
ly, the end frames 16 and 19 are raised to the
vertical positions and the rods 21 positioned
to hold the frames apart and elevate the tent
covering 39. The U-frames 87 and 37 are

5 then swung upwardly and outwardly from
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over the plates 26 and 84 to carry the tent
covering outwardly and the spacing rods 38
hinged to the frames 16 and 19 are hooked
into engagement with the frames 37 and 37"
The lower edge cof the tent covering 39 is
permanently tacked to and around the edges
of the plates 26 and 34 and ends 18 and 14,
and across the door 20.

The tent is collapsed and the body closed
in the reverse order, and when the door 15 is
closed, a T-bar 42 hinged thereto, is swung
upwardly to engage over the lugs 40 and 41,
Figs. 1 and 2, to hold down the cover plates.
The plates 26 and 84 carry beds (not shown)
on their inner sides strapped thereto as may
be desired. It is thus to be seen that I have
provided a very simple and easily operated
trailer body which affords a large amount of
space when opened for use and collapses to
a compact form low in -height and affords
much carrying capacity for luggage and the
like under the frames 16 and 19 when col-
lapsed, access to the carrying space being
had through the door 15.

While I have here shown and described
my invention in the one best form as now
known to me, it is obvious that structural
changes may be made therefrom without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention, and
I, therefore, do not desire to be limited to
that form nor any more than may be required
by the following claim. '

I claim:

In a trailer body, having a side and ends
higher than the side, a cover plate pivotally
carried between the ends adapted to be swung
around to form a closure over the body or to
project laterally from the side and form a

horizontal sleeping bed support, and spring

means aiding the swinging of the plate from
either of said positions, and an apron hinged
to said side and linked to said plate to serve
as a closure between said side and said plate

when the plate is in the closed position said

plate and apron having cooperative gutter-
forming and rain-excluding flanges.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.
' WARREN 1. GILKISON:
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