Making camp is a five-minute
chore for the outdoor-minded
Moffett family. Their roomy

Tent Trailer
Opens Like an Umbrella

By John Burroughs

G‘DING camping, Bob Moffett believes, is the best way in the world to spend
a summertime weekend. His wife Lorraine thinks so, too. Their three
youngsters, boys aged 10, eight and three, all approve.

It’s just a few hours’ drive from their home in Tacoma, Wash., to the ocean-
side—to long, empty stretches of beach where green Pacifie surf washes the
sand, and a sheltered camping site where they can build a driftwood fire and
bake a salmon. A week later they can travel inland, following roads winding
up through forested slopes to an alpine park somewhere in the coastal moun-
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1:00 P.M. ¢ Molffetts arrive at their camp
site, deep in Washington's coastal range. While

1:02. Over goes the top of the trailer box to
become Aoor of the Mofletts’ weekend home.
This raises the attached tent simul*aneously.

1:04, Inside the tent, Bob tugs on telescopin
bow which draws the canvas taut. Pins, passe
through the tubing, maintain tension.

tains. That's living, sav the Moffetts.

There’s only one catch. These family-
sized camping expeditions used to in-
volve too much ecargo handling. Tent,
tools, sleeping bags, food, cookware,
coats, hats, popguns! The car would be
so full by the time the familv was ready
to leave that Bob practically had to
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Here's how the Moffetis set up their tent—in five
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minutes flat
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one of the bovs holds off the Injuns, Lorraine
and Bob head for the trailer.

1:03. Junior Assistant in Charge of Snap Fas-
teners anchors down the one Iree side of the
tent. This feature makes canvas stowing easy.
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1:05. With weather flaps smoothed over the box
sides, the Moffetts’ trailer tent is ready for
service. What more could anvone want?

grease the kids and wedge them into the
back seat feet first. Travel. under these
conditions, was a pretty rugged deal

Setting it up. After cogitating a bit,
Bob planned and built what amounts to
a split-level, weekend home on wheels.
When his wife sees a spot to camp some-
where along the highway, Bob can set up



- ot i 1
£ =L \
— e i S TR
1 el -

5 m
_.
i

= il r o
= = = il k o
- e
by
- 1 I-1- &
o : .S

R i e fE

JuNE 1oss BT



T S

FOLDING CHAIRS AND TABLE, icehox, gasoline
stove, food, cooking utensils, duffel bags—Bob
has them all stashed away within reach of one
or another of the trailer’s four weather-stripped
storage-compartment doors, Note the drip molds
above them to shed rain water.

HERE'S THE PAYOFF at the end of another excit-
ing dav—a spacious platform above the storage

outdoor housckeeping faster than the
sprouts can scamper out of earshot with
their popguns.

He simply opens the two-section trail-
er box.

As the top section swings over on its
hinges, out comes the canvas tent. And
as the tent unfolds, three bows made
from rigidd conduit tubing pivot up to
support it. Then Bob slides out the tele-
scoping front bow to tighten the canvas.
That's it!

Parlor and bedroom. Opened out,
the two sections of the trailer body be-
come the floor of the tent. The area just
inside the door is roomy enough for in-
door eating should the weather turn
damp. Bevond, on the shelf covering the
storage compartment, there’s a full-size
bed—mattress, covers and all—ready for
sleeping in. George Pullman  couldn’t
have done better,

Dimensions? It's pretty much a cut-
and-fit proposition, Bob savs., The body
of his trailer turned out § long (the

compartment for comlortable beds, The beds
are made up before the Moffetts leave home.




length of standard plywood sheets), 6%’
wide and 33" high.

Building the chassis. Bob could have
bought a secondhand trailer chassis and
gone on from there, Instead, he built his
own chassis from structural steel and
junked auto parts. He cut and welded
-two 3” channels for bed rails, then set in
heavy angle-steel crosspieces. For the
axle, he scrounged a piece of tubing from
an ancient car, cut it to length, and
welded plates and front-wheel spindles
to the ends. Leaf springs, which hang
from shackles welded to the channels,
carry the axle. Just for good measure,
Bob bolted in a pair of shocks.

He found that the easiest way to build
the body was to weld up the angle-steel
framework first. Then he hacksawed it
into two parts. This done, he could cut
the plywood panels to fit inside the
angles. Before bolting the body together,
he cut openings for storage-compartment
doors.

To throw some weight on the trailer
hitch, Bob says, the trailer body should
be mounted with its centerline one inch
ahead at the axle.

The big top. Sewing together the tent
proved the trickiest part of building the
trailer. Bob could have used anything
from plastic-impregnated fabric to close-
woven nylon poplin. He settled for ordi-
nary cotton duck, the least expensive.

You'll never know how to sew a tent
together until you've done it, Bob main-
tains. When you measure the trailer, raise
the bows and tie them in position. Loop
the canvas over them, pinning it tem-
porarily, and then machine-stitch the
seams. Worry about the details as you
come to them,

That's about all the advice Bob has to
offer anyone who wants to tackle this
kind of a camping rig.

“Except,” he adds, “a recommendation
that you check your home state’s licensing
requirements before you hit the road.
Oh, ves, if you should happen to see an-
other trailer tent somewhere along the
highway—one very much like yours—
don't fail to wave ‘Hello’ to the Moffett
family.” END
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