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DRIVE ASSEMBLY FOR A RETRACTABLE
TOP OF A MOBILE HOUSING

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Travel trailers and other mobile housings have heretofore
been provided with collapsible tops that can be moved
between raised and lowered positions. Various lift mecha-
nisms have been installed to raise and lower the top. Such
mechanisms have generally included a collapsible standard
or jack at each of the four corners of the top and means for
simultaneously actuating the jacks. Such prior lift mecha-
nisms are disclosed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,674,305, 4,171,843,
5,704,677 and 5,951,096. In each of these prior lift mecha-
nisms, a central actuator is connected to the corner jacks by
flexible incompressible springs guided through conduits
having one end rigidly fixed to the central actuator and the
opposite end rigidly fixed to the frame of the trailer adjacent
the jack to be actuated.

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

A general object of the present invention is to provide a
drive assembly for a retractable top of a mobile housing.

Another general object of the present invention is to
provide a drive assembly that can be adjusted to provide
differing heights to the front and the back of the retractable
top.

Another general object of the present invention is to
provide a drive assembly which can be easily retrofitted to
a trailer.

Briefly, and in accordance with the foregoing, the present
invention discloses a drive assembly for a lifting the top of
a mobile housing. The drive assembly includes a first pair of
push-pull springs and a second pair of push-pull springs
which have first ends that are connected to an actuator
assembly and second ends that are attached to the top of the
mobile housing. The actuator assembly includes a threaded
shaft which extends through a threaded block which is
provided on the first ends of the first push-pull elements. The
first ends of the second push-pull elements are connected
together by a clamp. The clamp is attached to the threaded
block by a cable which extends around a pulley. The pulley
is mounted in a pulley housing. The pulley housing is
attached to the housing which houses components of the
actuator assembly, instead of being attached to the frame of
the mobile housing. As a result, the position of the pulley
relative to the actuator assembly housing can be adjusted.
This results in the adjustment of the second pair of push-pull
springs relative to the first pair of push-pull springs, thereby
adjusting the height of the top of the mobile housing
attached to the second pair of push-pull springs relative to
the height of the top of the mobile housing attached to the
first pair of push-pull springs.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The organization and manner of the structure and opera-
tion of the invention, together with further objects and
advantages thereof, may best be understood by reference to
the following description, taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings, wherein like reference numerals
identify like elements in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a mobile housing showing
the top in a lowered position in full line and the top in a
raised position in phantom lines;
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FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a lift assembly for raising
and lowering the top of the mobile housing which incorpo-
rates features of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a partial perspective of the lift assembly, shown
broken away, which incorporates features of a first embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIG. 4 is a partial perspective view of a section of the lift
assembly shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a partial perspective view of an end of the lift
assembly shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 6 is a partial perspective view of the lift assembly
shown in FIG. 3 with the housing removed;

FIG. 7 is a side elevational view of the lift assembly
shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 8 is a partial perspective view of the lift assembly,
shown broken away, which incorporates features of a second
embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 9 is a partial perspective view of the lift assembly of
FIG. 8, shown broken away.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENTS

While the invention may be susceptible to embodiment in
different forms, there is shown in the drawings, and herein
will be described in detail, specific embodiments with the
understanding that the present disclosure is to be considered
an exemplification of the principles of the invention, and is
not intended to limit the invention to that as illustrated and
described herein.

A mobile housing such as a travel trailer 20 is shown in
FIG. 1, which trailer includes a lift mechanism 22 incorpo-
rating the present invention and shown in FIG. 2. The trailer
20 includes a body 24 supported on a rectangular frame 26
which, in turn, is mounted on wheels 28. The trailer 20 has
a top 30 which may be moved between a lowered or closed
position shown in solid lines in FIG. 1 and a raised or open
position shown in broken lines in FIG. 1. The lift mechanism
22 is connected with the top 30 in order to raise and lower
the top 30 in the manner described below.

The lift mechanism 22 includes a plurality of extendable
and collapsible standards or jacks 32, 34, 36, 38 respectively
located at each of four corners of the body 24. Each jack 32,
34, 36, 38 includes a plurality of telescoping sections with
lower end sections mounted to the frame or floor of the
trailer 20 as at 40 in FIG. 2 and upper end sections connected
to the top 30 as at 42 in FIG. 2.

The lift mechanism 22 includes a drive assembly 44, 44'
preferably mounted generally centrally beneath the floor of
the trailer 20 as shown in FIG. 2. The drive assembly 44, 44"
includes a main housing 46, 46' and a pulley housing 48, 48'
provided at a rear end thereof. The main housing 46, 46' and
the pulley housing 48, 48' are preferably formed of metal. A
first embodiment of the drive assembly 44 is shown in FIGS.
3-7. A second embodiment of the drive assembly 44' is
shown in FIGS. 8 and 9. Like elements of the first and
second embodiments are denoted with like reference numer-
als with the elements of the second embodiment having a
prime thereafter.

Each embodiment of the drive assembly 44, 44' includes
an upper pair of flexible and incompressible push-pull
elements or springs 50, 52; 50, 52' extending from within
the main housing 46, 46' to the jacks 32, 34 respectively, and
a lower pair of push-pull elements or springs 54, 56; 54, 56'
extending from the main housing 46 to the jacks 36, 38
respectively. The push-pull elements or springs 50, 52; 54,
56; 50, 52', 54', 56' are actuated in the manner described
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below for raising and lowering the top 30. Flexible and
bendable guide and support conduits 58, 60, 62, 64; 58', 60',
62', 64' extend from the main housing 46, 46' for slidably
receiving and guiding the push-pull elements or springs 50,
52; 54, 56, 50', 52', 54', 56' to the four corners of the trailer
20. End fittings can be provided between the conduits 58, 60,
62, 64; 58', 60, 62', 64' extend from the main housing 46, 46'
as is known in the art.

The specifics of the first embodiment of the drive assem-
bly 44 are now described with reference to FIGS. 3-7.

The main housing 46 includes an upper portion 66, a
lower portion 68 and an intermediate wall 70. The upper
portion 66 is generally U-shaped and includes an upper wall
664, a right side wall 66b which depends generally perpen-
dicularly and downwardly from a right edge of the upper
wall 66a and a left side wall 66¢ which generally perpen-
dicularly and downwardly from a left edge of the upper wall
66a. A right flange 664 extends outwardly from and gener-
ally perpendicularly to the opposite end of the right side wall
66b. Likewise, a left flange 66¢ extends outwardly from and
generally perpendicularly to the opposite end of the left side
wall 66¢. The lower portion 68 is the mirror image of the
upper portion 66. The lower portion 68 is generally
U-shaped and includes an lower wall 68a, a right side wall
68b which extends generally perpendicularly and upwardly
from a right edge of the lower wall 68a and a left side wall
68c which extends generally perpendicularly and upwardly
from a left edge of the lower wall 68a. A right flange 68d
extends outwardly from and generally perpendicularly to the
opposite end of the right side wall 68b. Likewise, a left
flange 68¢ extends outwardly from and generally perpen-
dicularly to the opposite end of the left side wall 68c. The
intermediate wall 70 has a generally planar right side section
70a and a generally planar left side section 70b with a
U-shaped middle section 70c therebetween at approximately
the midpoint of the intermediate wall 70. The edges of the
right side section 70a and the right flanges 66d, 68d are
joined together by suitable means, such as welding. The
edges of the left side section 70b and the left flanges 66¢, 68¢
are joined together by suitable means, such as welding. In
the assembled condition, the upper wall 664, the lower wall
684, the right side section 70a and the left side section 70b
are parallel to each other. The front and rear ends of the
upper and lower portions 66, 68 are closed by respective
front and rear end plates 74, 76. The intermediate wall 70
extends along the length of the main housing 46 between the
end plates 74, 76 such that the U-shaped section 70c extends
along the length of the main housing 46. An upper chamber
78 is defined between the upper portion 66 and the inter-
mediate wall 70 and a lower chamber 80 is defined between
the lower portion 68 and the intermediate wall 70.

The upper pair of push-pull springs 50, 52 are mounted in
the upper chamber 78 of the main housing 46 and extend
outwardly therefrom toward the front of the body 24.
Push-pull spring 50 is positioned proximate the left side
section 70b of the intermediate wall 70. Push-pull spring 52
is positioned proximate the right side section 70a of the
intermediate wall 70.

The lower pair of push-pull springs 54, 56 are mounted in
the lower chamber 80 of the main housing 46 and extend
outwardly therefrom toward a rear end of the body 24.
Push-pull spring 54 is positioned proximate the right side
section 70b of the intermediate wall 70 and push-pull spring
56 is positioned proximate the left side section 70a of the
intermediate wall 70. The ends of the lower push-pull
springs 54, 56 are connected together by a clamp 82.
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A metal threaded rod 84 is rotatably mounted in the upper
chamber 78 between the upper pair of push-pull springs 50,
52 and generally sits within the U-shaped section 70c of the
intermediate wall 70. A front bushing (not shown) is
mounted on the interior of the front end plate 74 and a rear
bushing (not shown) is mounted on the interior of the rear
end plate 76. The threaded rod 84 passes through the front
bushing, through the front end plate 74 and through a pinned
washer 86 on the exterior of the front end plate 74. The
pinned washer 86 secures the threaded rod 84 to the main
housing 46. The threaded rod 84 further extends through the
frame 26 of the trailer 20. A handle 90 is attached to the front
end of the threaded rod 84 which extends outwardly from the
frame 26. The rear end of the threaded rod 84 passes through
the rear bushing, through the rear end plate 76 and through
a pinned washer 92 on the exterior of the rear end plate 76.
The pinned washers 86, 92 secure the threaded rod 84 to the
main housing 46 to prevent axial movement of the threaded
rod 84 relative to the main housing 46, while allowing
rotational movement of the threaded rod 84 relative to the
main housing 46.

A threaded block 94 is mounted on the threaded rod 84
between the front and rear end plates 74, 76 for travel
therealong. The ends of the upper push-pull springs 50, 52
are attached to the threaded block 94 by suitable means such
that when the threaded block 94 travels along the threaded
rod 84, the upper push-pull springs 50, 52 move.

The pulley housing 48 includes a generally U-shaped
upper portion 96 and a generally U-shaped lower portion 98
which are joined together by suitable means such as weld-
ing. The front ends of the upper and lower portions 96, 98
are attached to the rear end of the main housing 46 by
suitable means such as welding. The rear ends of the upper
and lower portion 96, 98 are closed by an end plate 102 to
form a pulley chamber 100 therein. An upper wall 96a of the
upper portion 96 tapers from the rear of the main housing 46
to the end plate 102 and a lower wall of the lower portion
98a tapers from the rear of the main housing 46 to the end
plate 102.

A pulley 104 is mounted in the pulley housing 48 and the
position of the pulley 104 can be adjusted toward or away
from the rear end plate 76. A threaded member 106 is fixedly
attached to the rear end of the pulley 104 and extends
through the end plate 102. A nut 108 is mounted on the
threaded member 84 on the exterior of the end plate 102. To
adjust the position of the pulley 104 toward or away from the
end plate 102, the threaded member 106 is rotated, thereby
axially translating and either shortening or lengthening the
threaded member 106 within the pulley chamber 100. The
pulley 104 is mounted within the pulley housing 48 which
is attached to the main housing 46, as opposed to being
mounted on the frame 26 of the trailer 20 as in the prior art
for reasons described herein.

A cable 110 is attached to the threaded block 94 and
extends therefrom. The cable 110 further extends through
the rear end wall 76 of the main housing 46 proximate the
upper chamber 78, around the pulley 104, through the rear
end wall 76 of the main housing 46 proximate the lower
chamber 80, and is attached to the clamp 82. The cable 110
is formed of a stainless steel. When the threaded block 94
travels along the threaded rod 84 thereby moving the upper
push-pull springs 50, 52, the cable 110 moves, thereby
moving the lower push-pull springs 54, 56. When the
position of the pulley 104 is changed within the pulley
housing 48, the positions of the lower push-pull springs 54,
56 are adjusted relative to the upper push-pull springs 50, 52.
As a result, the height of the front and rear of the top 30 can



US 6,981,729 B2

5

be adjusted relative to each other in the even they become
uneven from usage or from manufacturing inconsistencies in
the top 30. This results in a significant advantage over the
prior art which does not provide for ready adjustment
without significant disassembly of the apparatus.

To raise the top 30 of the trailer 20, the handle 90 is turned
which rotates the threaded rod 84. When the threaded rod 84
rotates, the threaded block 94 moves axially along the
threaded rod 84 and toward the front of the body 24. As a
result, the upper push-pull springs 50, 52 move forwardly
and upwardly, thereby raising the front of the top 30. In
addition, the length of cable 110 increases in the upper
chamber 78 and shortens in the lower chamber 80, thereby
moving the clamp 80 towards the rear of the body 24. This
causes the lower push-pull springs 54, 56, to move rear-
wardly and upwardly, thereby raising the rear of the top 30.

To lower the top 30 of the trailer 20, the handle 90 is
turned in the opposite direction which rotates the threaded
rod 84 in the opposite direction. When the threaded rod 84
rotates, the threaded block 94 moves axially along the
threaded rod 84 and toward the rear of the body 24. The
weight of the top 30 causes the push-pull springs 50, 52, 54,
56 to retract. As the push-pull springs 50, 52, 54, 56 retract,
the cable 110 is pulled by the retraction of the lower
push-pull springs 54, 56.

While the threaded rod 84 is described as being directly
coupled to the upper pair of push-pull springs 50, 52 and the
cable 110 attached to the lower pair of push-pull springs 54,
56, it is to be understood that the threaded rod 84 could
instead by directly coupled to the lower pair of push-pull
spring 54, 56 and the cable 110 could be attached to the
upper pair of push-pull springs 50, 52.

The specifics of the second embodiment of the drive
assembly 44 are now described with reference to FIGS. 8
and 9.

The main housing 46' is identically formed to the main
housing 46 of the first embodiment, except that the inter-
mediate wall 70' is planar. Likewise, the pulley housing 48'
and mounting of the pulley 104' therein (by threaded mem-
ber 106' through the end wall 102' and a nut on the exterior
of the end wall 102") are identically formed and mounted to
the pulley housing 48 and mounting of the pulley 104 therein
of the first embodiment. Therefore, like reference numerals
identify like components, except that the numerals identi-
fying the elements of the second embodiment include the
prime thereafter.

The upper push-pull springs 50', 52' are mounted in the
upper chamber 78' of the main housing 46' and extend
outwardly therefrom toward the front of the body 24. The
ends of the upper push-pull springs 50', 52' are joined
together by a clamp 112. The lower push-pull springs 54', 56'
are mounted in the lower chamber 80' of the main housing
46' and extend outwardly therefrom toward a rear end of the
body 24. The ends of the lower push-pull springs 54, 56' are
connected together by a clamp 114.

A screw drive housing 116 is attached to the front end of
the main housing 46' between the main housing 46' and the
frame 26. The screw drive housing 116 is preferably formed
of metal and includes a lower cover 118 and a upper cover
120. The upper cover 118 is identically formed to the upper
portion 66' of the main housing 46'. Likewise, the lower
cover 120 is identically formed to the lower portion 68' of
the main housing 46'. The upper and lower covers 118, 120
are joined together by suitable means, such as welding, to
form an screw drive chamber 122. As shown, the front end
plate 74' of the main housing 46' is attached to the front end
of the screw drive housing 116 such that a one-piece housing
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is provided. The front end of the screw drive housing 116 is
closed by an front end plate 124. It is to be understood that
the screw drive housing 116 does not need to be directly
attached to the main housing 46' and can otherwise be closed
by end plates.

A metal threaded rod 124 is rotatably mounted in the
screw drive housing 116 in the same manner that the
threaded rod 84 is mounted to the main housing 46 in the
first embodiment. Because in the embodiment shown the
screw drive housing 116 is attached to the main housing 46',
a rear bushing (not shown) is provided on the front end plate
74' on the interior of the screw drive housing 116. A front
bushing (not shown) is provided on the end plate 124. The
threaded rod 126 passes through the front bushing, through
the end plate 124 and through a pinned washer (not shown)
on the exterior of the end plate 124. The threaded rod 126
extends through the frame 26 of the trailer 20 and a handle
90 is attached to the end of the threaded rod 126. The rear
end of the threaded rod 126 passes through the rear bushing,
through the front end plate 74' and through a pinned washer
(not shown) on the exterior of the front end plate 74'. The
pinned washers secure the threaded rod 126 to the screw
drive housing 116 to prevent axial movement of the threaded
rod 126 relative to the screw drive housing 116, while
allowing rotational movement of the threaded rod 126
relative to the screw drive housing 116.

A threaded block 128 is mounted on the threaded rod 126
between the end plates 74', 124 for travel therealong. A
pulley 130 is rotatably mounted on the upper surface of the
threaded block 128.

A cable 132 is attached to the front end wall 74' of the
main housing 46', passes around the pulley 130, through the
front end wall 74, between the upper push-pull springs 50',
54', through the clamp 112, through the rear end wall 76'
proximate the upper chamber 78', around the pulley 104/,
through the rear end wall 76' proximate the lower chamber
80', and terminates at the clamp 114. The cable 132 is
attached to the clamps 112, 114 and to the front end wall 74'
by suitable means. The cable 132 is formed of a stainless
steel. When the threaded block 128 travels along the
threaded rod 128, the cable 132 is moved, thereby moving
the upper and lower push-pull springs 50', 52', 54', 56'. When
the position of the pulley 104' is changed, the position of the
lower push-pull springs 54', 56' is adjusted relative to the
upper push-pull springs 50', 52'. As a result, the height of the
front and rear of the top 30 can be adjusted relative to each
other in the even they become uneven from usage or from
manufacturing inconsistencies in the top 30. This results in
a significant advantage over the prior art which does not
provide for ready adjustment without significant disassem-
bly of the apparatus.

To raise the top 30 of the trailer 20, the handle 90 is turned
which rotates the threaded rod 126. When the threaded rod
126 rotates, the threaded block 128 moves axially along the
threaded rod 126 and toward the front of the body 24. As a
result, the cable 132 lengthens within the screw drive
chamber 122, the clamp 112 moves toward the front of the
body 24 thereby moving the upper push-pull springs 50', 52'
forwardly and upwardly and raising the front of the top 30,
and the clamp 114 moves rearwardly toward the rear of the
body 24 thereby moving the lower push-pull springs 54', 56'
rearwardly and upwardly and raising the rear of the top 30.

To lower the top 30 of the trailer 20, the handle 90 is
turned in the opposite direction which rotates the threaded
rod 84 in the opposite direction. When the threaded rod 126
rotates, the threaded block 128 moves axially along the
threaded rod 128 and toward the rear of the body 24. The
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weight of the top 30 causes the push-pull springs 50', 52/,
54', 56' to retract. As the push-pull springs 50', 52', 54', 56'
retract, the cable 132 is pulled by the retraction of the lower
push-pull springs 54', 56'.

In each embodiment, because the pulley 104, 104' is
contained within the pulley housing 48, 48' attached to the
main housing 46, 46', a self-contained unit is provided. This
allows for easy retrofit of the lift mechanism 22 to a trailer.

Furthermore, because the pulley 104, 104' is not mounted
to the frame 26 of the trailer 20, only a single length of cable
110, 132 is necessary. If the pulley 104, 104' were mounted
to the frame of the trailer, because different trailers have
different dimensions, different lengths of cables may need to
be used to install the lift mechanism which can lead to
difficulties in assembly.

In each embodiment, the handle 90 can be offset from the
threaded rod 84, 128 by a gear arrangement such as the one
shown in U.S. Pat. No. 3,507,535, which disclosure is herein
incorporated by reference. In addition, in each embodiment,
while a manually-actuated handle 90 is described, it is to be
understood that an electric motor with associated controls
can be provided to rotate the threaded rod 84, 128.

While a threaded member 106, 106' and nut 108 arc
described for adjusting the position of the pulley 104, 104'
within the pulley housing 48, 48', various other means of
adjusting the position of the pulley 104, 104' are within the
scope of the invention. For example, the threaded member
106, 106' can be replaced by sliding member that is fixed
into place once desired position is attained.

While preferred embodiments of the present invention are
shown and described, it is envisioned that those skilled in the
art may devise various modifications of the present inven-
tion without departing from the spirit and scope of the
appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. Adrive assembly for lifting the top of a mobile housing,
the mobile housing having a frame, said drive assembly
comprising:

at least one first push-pull element;

a first member provided on said at least one first push-pull
element;

at least one second push-pull element;

a second member provided on said at least one second
push-pull element;

a threaded member extending through said first member,
said first member being axially translatable along said
threaded member upon rotation of said threaded mem-
ber;

a pulley;

a cable attached to said first member and said second
member and extending around said pulley;

a first housing and a second housing, said second housing
being attached to said first housing and not directly
connected to the frame of the mobile housing; said at
least one first push-pull element and said at least one
second push-pull element extending outwardly from
said first housing; said first member and said second
member being positioned within said first housing; said
pulley being positioned within said second housing;
and said cable extending through said first and second
housings.

2. A drive assembly as defined in claim 1, further includ-

ing means for adjusting the position of said pulley within
said second housing.
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3. Adrive assembly as defined in claim 1, further includ-
ing a threaded member attached to said pulley and to a wall
of said second housing, said threaded member being capable
of being lengthened or shortened within said second housing
to adjust the position of said pulley within said second
housing.

4. A drive assembly as defined in claim 1, further includ-
ing a handle attached to said threaded member, said threaded
member being rotated upon rotation of said handle.

5. A drive assembly for lifting the top of a mobile housing,
the mobile housing having a frame, said drive assembly
comprising:

at least one first push-pull element;

at least one second push-pull element;

a first housing from which said at least one first and

second push-pull elements extend;

means for moving said at least one first and second

push-pull elements;

a second housing attached to said first housing and not

directly connected to the frame of the mobile housing;

a pulley mounted in said second housing; and

a cable associated with said moving means, said at least

one first push-pull element and said at least one second
push-pull element and extending around said pulley.

6. A drive assembly as defined in claim §, further includ-
ing means associated with said pulley for adjusting the
position of said pulley withing said second housing.

7. A drive assembly as defined in claim 5, further includ-
ing a threaded member attached to said pulley and to a wall
of said second housing, said threaded member being capable
of being lengthened or shortened within said second housing
to adjust the position of said pulley within said second
housing.

8. A drive assembly as defined in claim 5, wherein said
means for moving comprises a first member provided on
said at least one first push-pull element, a second member
provided on said at least one second push-pull element, a
threaded member extending through said first member, said
first member being axially translatable along said threaded
member upon rotation of said threaded member, said cable
being attached to said first member and said second member.

9. A drive assembly as defined in claim 5, wherein said
means for moving comprises a first member provided on
said at least one first push-pull element, a second member
provided on said at least one second push-pull element, a
threaded member, a third member provided on said threaded
member, said third member being axially translatable along
said threaded member upon rotation of said threaded mem-
ber, said cable being attached to said first member, said
second member and said third member.

10. A drive assembly as defined in claim 9, further
including a third housing, said threaded member and said
third member being provided in said third housing.

11. A drive assembly as defined in claim 10, further
including a pulley provided on said third member, said cable
being attached to said third housing, extending around said
pulley provided on said third member, extending through
said second housing, being attached to said first member,
extending around said pulley in said second housing, and
being attached to said second member.
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