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1

This invention relates to certain new and use-
ful improvements in vehiele trailers.

The invention relates to that class of trailers
adapted to be towed at the rear by an automobile
or other motor car, and particularly it relates
to a small compact and easily transported type
‘of trailer intended to serve as accommodation
for over-night camping; a trailer which, when
not serving for camping purposes, may be col-
lapsed upon a wheel-bearing chassis into a small,
compact and concealed unit for transportation
about, fully protected from the elements and in-
clemencies of the weather.

One of the essential objects of the invention
is bedding provision, it being the object of this
invention to provide, for sleeping accommoda-
tions on each long side of the trailer, a foldable
mattress, one section of which may be used as
2 cushion for seating purposes and capable of
being elevated to a plane coincidental with the
plane of the other section of the matbress, where-
by to constitute the completed mattress for sleep-
ing accommodations.

Yet another and equally important object of
the invention is the collapsibility of the trailer,
it being an object to provide a superstructure
capable of being collapsed with the least amount
of exertion on the part of the operator or user,
to confine that part of the trailer in a small,
compact and concealed unit during transporta-
tion.

Another object of the invention is the provi-
sion in a trailer of the character hereinafter de-
seribed which will afford a maximum amount of
storage space commensurate with the size of the
trailer.

Our improved trailer consists of gz simple
number of parts arranged so that it can be easily
and quickly converted from and into form for
camping purposes and its parts are readily folded
and stored in compact form within the body, pro-
tected from inclement weather and dust while
thus stored, it being an object of the invention
to provide a trailer which will withstand the
usual rough usage to which trailers of this type
are subjected.

Other objects will appear hereinafter,

The invention consists in the novel combina-

tion and arrangement of parts to be hereinafter 5

described and claimed.

The invention will be best understood by ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings showing
the preferred form of construction, and in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the trailer em-
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2

bodying my invention, showing the same in col-
lapsed condition ready for transportation;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the trailer in dis-
tended position ready for camping facilities;

Fig. 3 is a horizontal sectional detail view of
the same;

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional detail view of the
same;

Fig.
same;

Fig. 6 is a plan view of the same:

Fig. 7 is an elevational view of certain sup-
porting frames embodied in the invention;

Fig. 8 is a detail view of a bed construction em-~
bodied in the invention;

Fig. 9 is a detail view of the tail gate embodied
in the invention;

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the supporting

5 is a typical side elevational view of the

‘frame embodied in the invention;

Figs. 11 to 15 inclusive are schematic illustra-~
tions of the manner of collapsing the trailér
cover.

The several objects of thig invention are ac-
complished by the preferred form of construc-
tion as shown in the accompanying drawings.
In this connection g wheel-bearing chassis is in-
dicated at 10, the wheels being indicated at 11
and the axle therefor at 12, This chassis struc-
ture may be of any approved construction or
design including the chassis side bars 13 which
support the trailer body or cabinet (4. This cabi-
net 14 comprises a floor 15 consisting of two sec-
tions 16 arranged in parallel relation with re-
spect to each other and hinged as at 17 to side
plates 8. Within this cabinet {4 are vertical
partitions 18’ which provide, together with other
bartitions 19, recesses 20 for the projection of the
upper portion of the wheels [i. A cross parti-
tion 21 provides, together with exterior end par-
titions 22, adjacent storage compartments 23 for
the confinement of ice for refrigeration pur-
poses. Extending on each side of the cabinet 14
are horizontal planks 24 which provide, together
with a mattress section 25, a seat extending lon-
gitudinally of the cabinet. On opposite sides of
the recesses 20 are storage compartments 26, ac-
cess to which may be had by suitable hinged
doors 27.

Hinged to the upper end portion of each of
the side walls of the cabinet 14 as at 28, are side
panels or cover sections 29, the meeting edges of
which are rabbeted to prevent entrance of dust
or elements of the weather. On the underside
of these cover sections 29 are secured mattresses
31, this being done in any suitable manner.
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The side walls of the cabinet 14 have hinged
thereto as at 23 supporting plates 36 which are
adapted to be swung into the position shown in
dotted lines (Fig. 4) when the cover sections 29
are pivoted to the position as shown in dotted
lines (Fig. 4).

The refrigeration compartments 23 are normal-
1y closed by hinged covers 23’. The forward end
portion of the cabinet 14 pravides 2 hitch 39 of
any approved construction which will facilitate
connection to the rear end of an automobile and
which hitch provides a positioning leg 40 for sup-~
porting the forward end portion of the cabinet
{4 when serving for camping facilities, the leg
40 being movable vertically relative to the hitch
39 for engagement with the ground.

The rear end portion of the cabinet 14 provides
an adjustable jack 41 which, when in the posi-
tion shown in dotted lines, Fig. 5, serves to sup-
port the rear end of the cabinet {4 during camp-
ing service.

As shown in Fig. 3, doors 42 may be hingedly
secured as at 43 to open communication with the
forward compartments 26 for storage purposes.
Tig. 9 is a detail view of the gate construction and
while this may be of any approved construction,
yet we prefer to provide the gate in two sections,
44 and 45, hinged together as at 46, with the lower
section 45 hinged to the chassis as at 417, wherehy

when the tail gate is disposed in the position 3

shown in dotted lines in Fig, 9, the section 44
will serve as a step to facilitate stepping into the
trailer. When in the position shoewn in full lines
in Tig. 9, the tail gate effectively closes the rear
opening 48 of the cabinet (4.

Mounted in the cabinet {4 are mounting brack-
ets 49. To these brackets 49 are pivotally se-
cured, as at 50, the limb portions 51 of parallel,
substantially U-shaped frames 52 which, - when
in the position shown in Fig. 10, are arranged in
parallel relation with respect to each other. As
shown in Fig, 7, there is provided on each of the
1imb portions 5f a coupling 53 to which is pivotal-
ly connected as at 54 a side frame bar 5§55 sub-
stantially U-shaped and adapted to extend at
an angle with respect to the frame 52. Pivotally
connected as at 56 to the top frame 52 is a frame
member §1. Over this frame construction is
adapted to be led a canvas or otherwise fabricated
ar waterproofed covering with side walls to com-~
plete an enclosure over the cabinet (4.

Tn the preferred form of construction as shown
in Figs. 11 to 15 inclusive, the ends 58 of this
covering are secured by any suitable means to
the edee portions 59 of the cover sections 29 for
reasons which will be understood hereinafter.

The bed as embodied in the preferred form of
construction shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, comprises a bed along each side of the
trailer beneath the cover structure 60, which
cover structure 60 may be provided with suitable
windows 61. Each of these bed constructions
eomprises, as before stated, a mattress compris-
ine two sections, one indicated at 31 and the other
at 25. The mattress section 31 is secured in any
suitable manner, as before stated, to the cover
section 28. The mattress section 25 is adjustable
vertically with respect to the boards 24, and this
is accomplished in the manner shown in Fig. 8,
wherein it will be noted that I provide a flat
metal pan 63 adapted to be disposed upon the
boards 24. Over this pan is positioned the mat-
tress section 25. At the opposite ends of the pan
3 there are pivotally secured, as at 64, supporting

4

legs 65 limited in their pivotal movement in one
direction by limiting pins 66.

The arrangement is such that when the cover
sections are pivoted to the position shown in dot-
ted lines, Fig. 4, the mattress sections 31 will be
disposed on top of these cover sections 29. There-
fore, to bring the mattress section 25 up to the
same plane as the mattress section 31, it is only
necessary to elevate the pan 63 with the mattress
section 25 therein and support the pan 63 by
means of the legs 65 resting upon the board 24.
In this manner, a complete mattress is provided

for sleeping purposes.
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In Figs. 11 to 15 inclusive, I have illustrated
schematically the manner of coliapsing the frame
structure and the cover therefor. Referring to
Fig. 11, and a reference to Fig. 10, the first op-
eration is to collapse the frame 55. This is done
by pivoting the frame bar 55 to a position sub-
stantial parallel with the frame 52. This pivotal
movement will flex the cover section heretofore
held in taut condition by the frame bar 55, The
next operation is to pivot the frame 51 downward-

‘ly to a position parallel with the frame 52. At

the completion of this operation the frame 52 is
pivoted to a position provided hy the cabinet 14,
as shown at 66’. The covering section, as these
frames are collapsed together, is tucked and
folded in, the manner shown in Figs. 11 to 14,
the cover in such folded or collapsed condition
resting partly upon the top section 29 and with-
in the cabinet (6. The next operation is to swing
the top section 29 from the position shown in
dotted lines, Fig. 4, to the full line position shown
in Fig. 15, with the cover of the trailer top com-
pletely concealed therebeneath and protected
from the elements of the weather.

When the cover is in distended position and
in order to render the same substantially taut,

.. we provide in the ends 87 of the frame 51, con-

necting pegs 68 which may ke In the form of
elongated round rod sections, the ends of which
telescope in the ends of the frame 51, thus not
only securely connecting these frames together,

5 but also tending to stretch the cover to main-

tain the same in taut condition. To complete
the invention there may be disposed over fhe door
opening %9 a suitable drop cover or canvas (not
shown). .

From the foregoing, it will be seen that a trailer
constructed in accordance with the foregoing de-
seription is substantially simple in construction,
compach when in collapsed condition, and durable
and strong when in extended position. It will
also be obvious that the top or cover section of
the trailer may be distended and collapsed by
simple operations without any undue exertion or
effort on the part of the operator.

While I have illustrated and described the pre-
ferred form of construction for carrying my in-
vention into effect, this is capable of variation and
modification without departing from the spirit of
the invention. I, therefore, do not wish to be
limited to the precise details of construction set

5 forth, but desire to avail myself of such variations

and modifications as come within the scope of the
appended claims.

_ Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to protect by Letters Pat-
entis: -

1. A vehicle of the class described in which
there is a body portion providing a storage com-
partment and side panels providing a cover for
the storage compartment and hinged thereto for
positioning in a horizontal plane laterally of the
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body portion, a flexible cover for said body por-

tion having its long edges connected to the outer
edges of said panels and adapted when collapsed
to be disposed in a folded condition within the
storage compartment beneath said panels when
said panels are disposed over said storage com-
partment, a collapsible supporting structure for
said flexible cover comprising two confronting
sections each comprising a frame bar substantially
U-shaped in side elevation with end portions piv-
otally connected to the body portion, means pro-
viding said pivotal connection, g top bar substan-
tially U-shaped in plan view and pivotally con-
nected to the frame bar, a side bar substantially
U-shaped in side view and pivotally connected
to the frame bar, said side bar and said top bar
being adapted to be positioned parallelly with re-
spect to the frame bar and said frame bar with
sald side bar and top bar disposed in said parallel
relation with respect thereto being adapted to be
pivoted to a position within said storage compart-
ment beneath said flexible cover when the latter
is disposed in said compartment.

2. A vehicle of the class described in which
there is a body portion providing a storage com-
partment and side panels providing a cover for
the storage compartment and hinged thereto for
positioning in a horizontal plane laterally of the
body portion, a flexible cover for said body por-
tion having its long edges connected to the outer
edges of said panels and adapted when collapsed
to be disposed in a folded condition within the
storage compartment beneath said panels when
said panels are disposed over said storage com-
partment, a collapsible supporting structure for
said flexible cover comprising two confronting
sections each comprising a frame bar substan-
tially U-shaped in side elevation with end por-
tions pivotally connected to the body portion,
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means providing said pivotal connection, a top
bar substantially U-shaped in plan view and piv-
otally connected to the frame bar, a side bar sub-
stantially U-shaped in side view and pivotally
connected to the frame bar, said side bar and said
top bar being adapted to be bositioned parallelly
with respect to the frame bar and said frame
bar with said side bar and top bar disposed in
said parallel relation with respect thereto being
adapted to be pivoted to g bosition within said
storage compartment beneath said flexible cover
when the latter is disposed in said compartment,
the end portion of the top bar of one of said
sections being disposed in abutment with the end
portion of the top bar of other of said sections
when said top bars are in cover supporting posi-
tion with respect to said fexible cover, and means
for detachably connecting said abutting end por-
tions together.
WILLIAM B. MacDONALD, Jr.
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